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And be not conformed to this world. 
HFS chapter contains directions 
to the practiſe of many virtues, 
It begins with exhortations of a 
general nature, recommended 


with great earneſtneſſe: I beſeech you there- 
fore, brethren, by. the mercies of God, that 
ye preſent your bodies a living ſacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to God, which is your reaſonable 
ſervice. And be not conformed to this world, 
but be ye transformed by the renewing of your 
mind. In the remaining part of the chap- 
ter are recommended to Chriftians divers 
virtues; ſuch as humility, faithfulneſſe and 
diligence in the emprovement of their ta- 
lents, and in the diſcharge of the duties of 
their ſeveral ſtations, undiſſembled love of 
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each other, patience under afflitions, a 
love of peace, forbearance of enemies, and 
even kindneſſe to them, if they are in diſ- 
. treſle. 
My preſent deſign is to conſider the cau- 
tionarie direction of the text: And be not 
conformed to this world. By the world, as 
you well know, in the New Teſtament, 
and in common diſcourſe, is often meant 
this preſent ſtate, and the things of it. It 
likewiſe ſometimes denotes the ſinful cuſ- 
toms and practiſes of men, who live in this 
world ; or the bad men of the world, who 
| | live according to the luſts of the fleſh, and 
| as if they looked for no other happineſſe, 
but what conſiſts in the poſſeſſions and en- 
| joyments of this world. And ſo generally 
had men abandoned themſelves to ſin and 
20. iv. folly, that Satan is ſpoken of as the God of 
4 this world : as if he had been the deity, 
they acknowledged and worſhiped. 
Indeed before the coming of Chriſt, and 
the publication of his goſpel, human na- 
ture lay in a very deplorable and degenerate 
£ | condition, being generally involved in great 
Ef darkneſſe and ignorance, and under the 
power of irregular and exorbitant N 
| an 
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and affections: little virtue, either in the 
Heathen or the Jewiſh world : things con- 
trarie to reaſon practiſed by men of every 


rank: the very principles of the guides and 


inſtructors of men too much ſuited to exte- 
nuate vice, or too weak to check the tor- 
rent of it; and often recommending little 
elſe but a bare performance of external acts 
of religion, without, and in the ſtead of 
real virtue and true piety. 

The apoſtle therefore now writing to the 


Chriſtians at Rome judged it neceſſarie at 


the begining of his practical directions to 
caution them againſt being carryed away 
with the ſtream of irreligion and wicked- 
neſſe. And it is to be feared, that till 
there may be reaſon for ſuch a caution, 
The goſpel may have made ſome conſider- 
able alteration in the world. Yea, it ought 
to be owned, that the world has been 
greatly reformed and amended thereby. It 
has bleſſed many with juſter ſentiments con- 
cerning God and the way of ſerving him, 
It has alſo had a good effect upon the 
manners of men ; and many have been in- 
fluenced by the good principles they have 
received, Great numbers have been pre- 
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ſerved from ſins, they otherwiſe would not 
have eſcaped. And others have reached to 
degrees of virtue, which they never would 
have attained without it's aſſiſtance. And 
the number of truly good and upright 
men is not ſo ſmall as formerly; but, we 
may reaſonably ſuppoſe, much enlarged and 
encreaſed. | 

Nevertheleſs there are many, whoſe lives 
are not agreeable to the rules of right rea- 
ſon, or the precepts of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, And though it ſhould be allowed, 


or charitably ſuppoſed and hoped, that 
they are not now the moſt, who act con- 


trarie to the precepts of religion ; yet a cau- 
tion, not to be conformed to the world, may 
Not be uſeleſs or needleſs. If there are but 
few, who act as men of the world, and 
are principally influenced by the things of 
this preſent life: yet conſidering the de- 
ceitfulneſſe of our hearts, the biaſſe of in- 
clination to ſome ſins, and the force of 
only a few bad examples; ( eſpecially, 
where there are many;) it may be rea- 
ſonable to guard againſt imitation of them, 
or conformity to others in that which is 
evil. 


In 
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In diſcourſing on this text I ſhall take 
the following method: 


J. I ſhall endeavour to ſhew the deſign 
2 of this direction. 


II. I intend to conſider the importance 
of obſerving it, and offer ſome reaſons 
and arguments againſt conformity to 
this world. 


III. After which, I ſhall conclude with a 


fewy reflections. 


I. I ſhall endeavour to ſhew the deſign 
and meaning of this direction. 

And hereby is not to be underſtood, that 
we are ſtudiouſly to avoid all conformity 
and agreement with men of the world. 
We all agree in one common nature, and 
perform the ordinarie functions and opera- 
tions of the animal and rational life. And 
we are to provide for the wants and neceſ- ; 


ſities of nature, as well as other men. Nor 

does the apoſtle defign to reſtrain or forbid 

a diligent purſuit of the comforts and ad- 

vantages of this life, in any methods that 
A 4 are 
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are lawful and innocent: But what he 
means is, that we ſhould not be led aſide 
by multitudes, or by any of thoſe we con- 
verſe with, into the practiſe of any thing 


» ſinful and unlawful. 


But beſide this general explication of the 


words, I would mention ſome particulars, 


in which we ought not to be conformed to 
others, how much ſoever ſuch things may 
prevail. 

1. We are not to be conformed to the 
world in thoſe fins, which are called /ins of 
the fleſh. In this caution the apoſtle very 
probably has an eye to theſe things, inaſ- 
much as they were very generally indulged 
among the Heathens, by whom the Chriſ- 
tians at Rome were ſurrounded. So he 


writes to the Epheſians: Thrs I jay there- 
* fore, and teſliſy tn the Lord; that ye hence- 


forth walk not as other Gentils walk, in the 
vanity of their minds, having the under- 
ſtanding darkened, being alienated from the 
life of God, through the ignorance that is in 
them, becauſe of the blindneſſe of their heart : 
who being paſt feeling. have given themſelves 
over to laſeiviouſneſſe, to cr all unclean- 
neſſe with greedineſſe. But ye have not fo 
learned 


learned Cbriſt, if ſo be that ye haue heard 
him, and have been taught by him, as the 
truth is in Feſus; that ye put off, concerning 
the former converſation, the- old man, which 
is corrupt according to the deceitful luſts. He- 


requires, that ſuch things be nat once named Eil. v. z. 


among Chriſtians; that is, that there be 
no inſtances of ſuch tranſgreſſions among 
them: but that they behave, as becometh wer. 11. 
ſaints; and have no fellowſhip with the un- 
fruitful works of darkneſſe, but rather re- 
prove them. He likewiſe directs, that fool- 
iſh talking and jeſting, which are not con- wer. 4. 
venient, ſhould quite ceaſe from among 
them. 

Nor are we to indulge ourſelves in any 
intemperance or exceſſe, that diſorders the 
reaſon, prejudices the health, and indiſpoſes 


for the duties of life. And be not drunk Esb. v. 18. 


with wine, wherein is exceſſe. We are not 
to be guilty of complyance here. Though 
ſome ſhould take it ever ſo much amiſs, 
that we will not be like them, or bear 
them companie therein, we are reſolutely 
to decline a conformity with them. Thus 
St. Peter, referring to the prevailing cuſ- 
toms of Heathens : For the time paſt of our 1 Pri. iv. 
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hife may ſuffice us to have torought the will 

of the Gentils, when we wal'ed in laſcivi- 

ouſneſſe, exceſſe of wine, revellings, banquet- 

inge, and abominable idolatries : Wherein 

they think it ſtrange, that you run not with 

them to the ſame exceſſe of riot, ſpeaking evil 

ef you. So it was then. And it is to be 

feared, that ſtill among ſome, and in ſome 

places, this kind of exceſſe is ſo common, 

that not a few may be _—_—_ by the cuſ- 
tomarineſſe of it. 

2. Chriſtians are not to be . to 

the world, or the men of it, in any inju- 

Alice, either in the way of fraud or violence. 

* w. Says St. Paul to the Epheſians: Let bim 

that flole ſteal no more; but rather let him 

labour, working with his hands the thing 

which is good. Among the ancient lawes 

of God delivered to the Iſraelites are ſuch 

Lev. xix. as theſe: Te ſhall do no unrighteouſneſſe in 

35, 36. judgement, in mete-yard, in weight, or in 

meaſure. TFuſt balances, juſt weights, a juſt 

ephah, a juſt hin ſhall ye have. I am the 

Lord your God, which brought you out of 

Prev. xi. i. the land of Egypt. Solomon obſerves: A 

falſe balance is abomination to the Lord. But 

a juſt weight is his delight, And God _ 

e 
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ſelf by his prophet reproves prevailing in- 


juſtice in this manner: Are there yet the Mi. vi. 
treaſures of wickedneſſe in the houſe of tbe 


wicked, and the ſcant meaſure that is abo- 
minable? Shall I count them pure with the 
wicked balances, and the bag of deceitful 


weights? Chriſtians then certainly ought to 


be fair and open in their dealings, and to 
do to every man what is juſt, Though we 
could unobſerved detain what is rightfully 
due to any, we ſhould not withhold it. 
We are not only to decline unreputable me- 
thods of gain, which all men would ton- 
demn, and cry out of; but every artifice 
that is unjuſt and unequal, however com- 
mon with ſome, and ſecure from the cog- 
nizance of human lawes, We ſhould be 
willing to exert ourſelves to ſecure to others 
their rightful poſſeſſions againſt unjuſt in- 
vaders ; but ſhould never employ our pow- 
er, or art, or influence, for geting into our 
hands what belongs to others. Though a 
good man does not chooſe to be oppreſſed, 
and would uſe all proper meaſures to ſecure 
himſelf from wrong ; yet he would much 
rather ſuffer, than do an injurie. To be 


wronged of his 3 or rightful in- 
beritance, 
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heritance, by the artifices of deſigning per- 
ſons, might be matter of much grief and. 
concern : but to treat others in ſuch a way 
never enters into his heart. Nor would 
any conſideration whatever prove a temp- 
tation to ſuch fraudulent proceeding. He 
would rather loſe what he has, than gain 
the greateſt eſtate by an act of injuſtice: 

3. Chriſtians are not to be conformed to 
the world, or the men of it, in the prac- 
tiſe of known falſbood. It is one of St. 
Paul's practical directions to the Epheſians : 
Therefore, putting away lying, ſpeak every 
man truth with his neighbour. For we are 
members one of another. The words we uſe 
are to expreſs the ſenſe of our minds, We 
are not- to promiſe any thing, but what we 
intend to do. And when we have promi- 
ſed, we are to perform according to our 
engagements. Nor does it ſeem conſiſtent 
with truth and fincerity to make pompous 
profeſſions of affection, reſpect and eſteem, 
beſide, and beyond the ſenſe of our minds: 
creating thereby vain dependences, and big 
expectations; for our own preſent intereſt 
poſſibly, but to the real detriment, and 


laſting and piercing vexation and diſap- 


pointment 
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pointment of thoſe who have been deceived 
by us. A Chriſtian alſo, one would think, 
ſhould reckon it incumbent on him to have a 
regard to truth in leſſer, as well as in greater 
matters. However cuſtomarie it may be 
with ſome people to be at the ſame time at 
home to ſome, and abroad to others, and 
to direct their attendents to deliver a known 
falſhood, and to perſiſt in it: a man of 
honour and conſcience will ſca:ce encou- 
rage, or approve a practiſe, which is a 
breach upon ſincerity, and ney have per- 
nicious conſequences. 

I need not add here, that if we are not 
to tranſgreſs the rules of veracity in our 
ordinarie diſcourſe and converſation, much 
leſs may we falſify upon ſolemn occaſions ; 
when, beſide the weight of our own cre- 
dit, we call God to be witneſſe to the 
truth of what we ſay, 

4. We are not to conform to the world, 
and the men of it, in a profane uſe of the 
name of God. Reverence is always due to 
the ſupreme being: in which they appear 
to be defective, who upon trivial occaſions 
appeal to God for the truth of what they 
ſay. If any ſhould inſiſt, that they do it 

ſometimes 
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ſometimes without knowing they do ſo, or 
thinking of it: they only ſhew thereby, 
that they have been long habituated to a 
practiſe, which is not to be juſtifyed. For, 
is it not an offenſe, to atteſt inſignificant 
points with an oath? which is a ſolemn 
and awful thing, not to be introduced into 
ſociety, but for deciding matters of weight 
and importance, A ſober and conſiderate 
Heathen, or Deiſt, who has upon his mind 
a ſerious ſenſe of religion, would not ap- 
prove that the divine being ſhould be men- 
tioned, or ſpoken of in ſuch a light and 
irreverent manner, as would be judged a 
contemptuous uſe of the name of a 
great man, And ſhall Chriſtians venture 
upon ſuch an uſe of the name of God, 
who have ſo much more reaſon to Jove 
and honour him! Is it not ſtrange and ſur- 
priſing, that a fin, to which, as is often 
fayd, there is fo little temptation, ſhould be 
fo common, as it is, among thoſe who are 
called by that honourable name! But how- 
ever common it may be among ſome, chief- 
ly, I think, of the higher and lower ranks 
of men; (in wich as well as in ſome 

other 
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other things, they too much agree ;) let us 
not be conformed to them therein, 

Nor can it be fit for us to ſtake our ſab 
vation, or life, or credit, for the truth of 
matters of little or no conſequence, as ſome 
frequently do. This is a practiſe, that is 
not to be reconciled to the reaſon of any 
' thoughtful and conſiderate perſon, who has 
a ſenſe of religious obligations, and is con- 
cerned for the goed order and welfare of 
ſociety, And our bleſſed Lord has inter- 
poſed here, and has expreſſly forbid not only 
the ſwearing by the name of God in con- 
verſation, and the ordinarie commerce of 
life, but alſo thoſe leſſer, or more diminu- 
tive oaths, in which the name of God is 


15 


not expreſſly invoked, Ye have heard, that Mar. v. 
it has been ſaid by, [or, rather ts] them of 3% ** 


old time: Thou ſhalt not forfivear thyſelf, but 
ſhalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths, But 
T fay. unto you : Swear not at all: Our Sa- 
viour does not intend to forbid ſwearing 
upon folemn and momentous, but only 
upon trivial and ordinarie occaſions : neither 
by heaven, for it is God's throne : nor by 
earth, for it is his footftool : neither by Fe- 
ruſalem, for it is the city of the great king. 
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Neither ſbalt thou fivear by thy head, for 


thou canſt not make one hair white or black. 
But let your communication be yea, yea, nay, 
nay : for whatſoever is more than theſe cometh 
of evil, Theſe directions of our Lord are 
ſufficiently clear, and eaſie to be applyed 
by men of theſe times. 

It is unneceſſarie to add, that if invoca- 
tions of the Deity in a light manner, and 


upon trivial occaſions, be evil; it is ſtill a 


more aggravated offenſe to call upon God 


to condemn or deſtroy others upon occa- 


ſion of none, or very trifling affronts and 


injuries. 
5. We are not to be conformed to the 


world in zdleneſſe and miſpending of time. 


Though it ſhould be the cuſtom of ſome, 


or of many around us, to devote their time 


and abilities to trifling matters, of little or no 
uſe and benefit to themſelves, or others; they 
are not to be followed or imitated by us. Di- 
verſions are. allowable, if they are innocent 
in themſelves, and if they are made uſe of 
by us as a refreſhment of our wearied ſpi- 
rits, and that we may be better fitted for 
employments of a higher nature. But di- 


verſions are not to be ſuffered to grow up 
into 
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into conſtant employments, and to thruſt 
out uſeful and neceſſarie buſineſſe. Then 
they become ſinful. For this life is our 
only opportunity of providing for eternity: 
and therefore it would be loſt, if ſpent in 
eating and drinking, and playing, without 
making preparation for a future ſtate. If 
we rightly conſider the ſhortneſſe of life, 
the work we have to do, the many avoca- 
tions that are almoſt unavoidable; we ſhall 
think, that time ought not to be ſquan- 
-dered and thrown away, but emproyed 
with care and diligence. 

A large part of moſt mens time is re- 
quiſite for providing the neceſſaries, or 
comforts and conveniences of life. If they 
ſhould indulge floth and idleneſſe, they 
would be reduced to want and poverty. 
If the neceſſaries and comforts of life are 
provided to our hand for us, we may be 
well employed in emproving our minds, 
and in ſerving and helping others. 

And do we think, that we have no oc- 
caſion to employ ſome time in private, in 
ſerious meditation and reflection upon our- 
ſelves, and our more public and ordinarie 
conduct? Are we ſatisfyed, that all is right 

B already, 
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already, and that our behaviour is without 
fault, or that there is no room left for 
amendment? May it not be of uſe to take 
ſome time to review our diverſions and 
amuſements, our tranſactions in buſineſſe, 
and even our acts of public worſhip? 

Time very often runs waſte in converſa- 
tion, and yet we ought not to be unſo- 


ciable and unfriendly. Should we not 


therefore be glad to render that time more 
profitable? As for thoſe who have ſuperior 
abilities, or any ſuperior advantage in point 
of age, character and ſtation: May they 
not do well to aim at raiſing and emprov- 
ing friendly converſation ? And ſhould not 
others be ready to join in ſuch attempts, 
and to ſet forward thoſe topics that are in- 
ſtructive and edifying, as well as entertain- 
ing? that thoſe ſeaſons may not be altoge- 
ther, and always, void and empty ſpaces, 
of which we can give no good account, 
but uſeful and beneficial; ſuch as all may 
be able to reflect upon with pleaſure, and 

ſome with thankfulneſſe, long afterwards. 
6. We are not to be conformed to the 
world in a cenſorious temper, and detracting 
ſpeech and diſcourſe. Some there are, who 
ſcarce 
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ſcarce think any thing well done, but what 
is done by themſelves: who have a mean 
opinion of the abilities and performances of 
other men, or ſeem to have ſo. And by 
artfully leſſening and detracting from them 
they endeavour to bring the reſt of man- 
kind into the like ſentiment. 

Some men have a vaſt acquaintance with 
the private affairs and actions of their 
neighbours, but more eſpecially, as it 
ſeems, with their weakneſſes and failings. 
And having a good deal of knowledge of 
this kind, it is not eafie for them to hide 
ſuch a treaſure, Men who have a great 
deal of knowledge are uſually fond of 
ſhewing it, and ſometimes even among 
thoſe, who ſet no value upon the ſciences 
they are maſters of, But men are apt to 
be communicative of this knowledge above 
any other, becauſe diſcoveries of this ſort 
are generally acceptable ; the ſmalleſt trifles 
of this nature being more eagerly ſought, 
and more readily embraced by abundance 
of people, than relations of great and no- 
ble actions. 

There can be no good reaſon, why men 
ſhould be prying and inquiſitive into the 

B 2 private 


19 


i 20 A Caution againſ} Diſc. I 


| 

: | private affairs of families, or particular per- 

1 ſons. When ſuch things are known, there 
| can be very ſeldom any good purpoſe ſerved 
| by divulging them. If they are mentioned 
| at all, certainly there can be no good rea- 

l ſon for giving them a wrong turn, making 

| things appear worſe than they are, conceal- 
| 


ing circumſtances, that might alleviate an 
imprudence; and poſſibly adding ſome 
| others, that tend to aggravate and en- 
| hance it. 

| This muſt be owned to be an unreaſon- 

| able practiſe. But yet it is not uncom- 
1 on. Though every man is tender of his 


I own good name, how many act, as if 

(|| the reputation of other men and their fa- 

[| milies was a thing of ſmall value in * 
| eſteem |! 

We are therefore to be upon our 9 
here. We are not to form and raiſe ſtories 
to the prejudice of others. Nor are we to 
report what we have heard without reſerve, 
or caution, or any good occaſion for ſo do- 
ing. Nay, it might be well, if ſometimes 
we would decline receiving relations of this 
kind, that the practiſe of tale- bearing may 
be the more effectually diſcouraged. Or, 

if 
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if we can't well avoid hearing them, how- 
ever doing it without any ſatisfaction, real 
or apparent, and diverting the diſcourſe to 
other matters, as ſoon as may be. 

If we do not arrive at this degree of per- 
fection, yet let us take heed, that we be 
not raſh and ſevere in our cenſures, nor 
condemn and exclaim againſt actions and 
conduct, of which we know but very few 
circumſtances. 

We are all too apt to tranſgreſs in many 
things, and in few things more, than in an 
abuſe of the faculty of ſpeech. Says St. 
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James: My brethren, be not many maſters, Jam. in. 


Knowing, that we ſhall receive the greater i, 


condemnation. For in many things we offend 
all. if any man offend not in word, the 
ſame is a perfect man, and able to bridle the 
whole body. 

I might here particularly caution and ar- 
gue againſt loading men with cenſures and 
reproaches on account of their differing 
from us in matters of ſpeculation. For 
whereas upon other occaſions ſome turn 
the imprudences of others into heinous 
ſins, here men often make that a crime 
which is a virtue. They cenſure men as 
B 3 aban- 
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abandoned of God, -and in a ſtate of dam- 
nation, for believing certain opinions, which 
poſſibly are true and reaſonable, But if 
they be falſe, ſtill thoſe perſons would not 
deſerve to be ſeverely cenſured by us, if 


they have honeſtly uſed their beſt endea- 


vours in the ſearch of truth, Let us not 
be conformed to others in ſuch a temper 
and conduct as this. But when men dif- 
fer from us, let us take the more favour- 
able ſide of the queſtion; and hope, that 
though they are miſtaken, as we think, yet 
they do not err wilfully, or obſtinatly, but 
that they are open to conviction, and are 
ſincere and upright. But at preſent 1 ſay 
no more of this matter. 


7. We are not to be conformed to this 
world, or the men of it, in à luxurious and 
extravagant courſe of liſe. And, have we 
not reaſon to be upon our guard here? Is 
not this a prevailing and general fault ? Has 
it not invaded all ranks and orders of men? 
Is not this one of the fins of our days? and 
does it not manifeſtly bring oo us many 


. If any foould find this age toy or an end, 
| they may break off here, 
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diſtreſſes and calamities, and threaten us 
with more? Does not extravagance pre- 
vail, not in one thing only, but in all? Is 
it not ſeen in diet, apparel, furniture, equi- 
page, diverſions, and in every article of ex- 
penſe that can be named ? 

What can be faid in defenſe of that f.. 
gaming, in various forms, which has been 
ſo greatly emproved and cultivated, in 
which great numbers of people have at- 
tained ſuch exquiſite ſkill and underſtand- 
ing? Is not this the ordinarie diverſion, or 
rather buſineſſe of many among us; of rich 
and poor, high and low, young and old? 
Are there not numerous inſtances of this 
practiſe, which are plainly, and extremely 
unreaſonable? Certainly, it cannot but be 
offenſive to ſee thoſe gaming for ſums of 
money, be they greater or ſmaller, who, 
ſo far as can be judged by their outward 
appearance, are extremely deſtitute, And 


it muſt be a manifeſt and heinous immo- 


rality, for men to miſpend time, and ha- 
B 4 zard 


++ Since theſe diſcourſes were compoſed and pronoun- 
ced, an M of Parliament has paſſed for the more effetual 
preventing of exceſſive and deceitful gaming. All wiſe men, 
* 2 perſwaded, agree in wiſhing it may have a good 
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zard ſums of money in this way, whoſe 
families are unprovided of things neceſſarie 
for their ſupport. 
If then tranſgreſſions of this kind are 
common with any of our rank and ac- 
quaintance, we ought to be upon our 
guard, and take heed that we be not con- 
Wl! formed to them. For gaming is altogether 
if improper for ſome. And to be addicted to 
i it, or to hazard large ſums of money this 
i way, muſt be unreaſonable in all. The 
1 loſſe of time, hazard of eſtate, health, 
temper, virtue, with which this practiſe is 
iN; attended, ſhould either entirely deter men 
from it, or at leſt induce them to be yery 
jt careful not to exceed, 
0 But this is not the only thing to be 
(il! avoided by us. There are many other 
Rl ways of profuſeneſſe. And, when this is 
the caſe: When frugality is unreputable ; 
when economie is thought to be below all 
people of rank, of both ſexes ; when they 
* who make a decent appearance, and pay 
to all what is juſtly due to them, and re- 
lieve and ſupport diſtreſſed families, and are 
liberal in promoting divers good works: 
when ſuch as theſe can ſcarce maintai 
their 
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their credit in the world, for want of 
pomp and ſplendour, and a glittering ſhew 
and appearance ; then certainly we have 
need to be upon our guard againſt that pro- 
fuſeneſſe, which is above our circumſtances, 
which might exhauſt our ſubſtance, involve 
us in perplexing and inextricable difhculties, 

and hazard the total loſſe of that little vir- 
tue that remains in us. 

8. Another thing, in which we ought 
not to be conformed to this world, is un- 
charitableneſſe in things of a religious con- 
cern. This we may have reaſon to guard 
againſt, For the pride of our hearts, the 
good opinion we are too apt to have of 
ourſelves, diſpoſes us very much to be of- 
fended with thoſe who differ from us. 
Therefore, if unfavourable ſentiments of 
ſome perſons, and a ſevere treatment of 
them, be common, we are in great danger 
of being miſled. Indeed this has often been 
a common, though it be an heinous injuſ- 
tice, It has been common among thoſe 
who haye been the people of God by pro- 
feſſion, as well as among ignorant Heathens 
and idolaters. How ſtrangely a blind zeal, 
or uncharitable temper toward ſuch as dif- 

13 fered 
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fered from them, raged among the Jewiſh 


people, we ſee in the hiſtorie of the New 


Teſtament; particularly in their treatment 
of the apoſtle Paul, and other harmleſs diſ- 
ciples and followers of Jeſus Chriſt. If we 
were to look into the hiſtorie of Chriſtiani- 
ty, ſince it prevailed in the Roman empire, 
and obſerve the conduct of the ſeveral ſects 
and parties of Chriſtians; we ſhould find it 
a difficult undertaking to vindicate the con- 
duct of any one of them, when they have 
been uppermoſt, and have had power in 
their hands. Scarce any age or period, but 
affords inſtances of hard and unrighteous 
treatment of men for the ſake of ſome dif- 
ferences in religious opinions. Very few 
of thoſe who have had the chief direction 
of church- affairs, who have not been 
blamable for ſome rigour and uncharita- 
bleneſſe in ſentiment or practiſe. And of- 
tentimes they who by their ſtations have 
been guides and teachers of others have ear- 
neſtly inculcated ſuch a zeal, ſuch a tem- 
per and conduct toward thoſe who have 
not been in all things of the ſame mind 
with them, as is extremely unrighteous and 
unmerciful. Nor are they thoſe only who 


are 
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are chief in power that are guilty in this 


reſpect. For they alſo who are few in 
number, and of ſmall authority, in com- 
pariſon of others, will ſometimes aſſume, 
and become imperious and uncharitable to- 
ward thoſe who differ from them in theſe 
points. 

This then is a yery common fault, And 
becauſe common, the greater care and cir- 
cumſpection are neceſſarie. For every one 
has a right to think for himſelf, and is 
obliged to determine according to the beſt 
of his own judgement and underſtanding. 
And it is a duty incumbent upon every one 
to enquire ſeriouſly into the things of reli- 
gion, and to judge according to evidence. 
Therefore no man, or body of men, civil 
or eccleſiaſtical, can have a right to impoſe 
religious creeds or articles upon other men, 
and to puniſh them for not aſſenting to 
them. Any one may propoſe reaſons and 
arguments in behalf of his opinions: But 
no man ought to enforce aſſent any farther 
than his arguments convince, 

It is true, no one has a right to do, or 
teach any thing, that is contrarie to the 
peace of ſociety, That is the magiſtrate's 


Pr ovince. 
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province. But where opinions are inno- 
cent, and have no direct tendence to diſturb 


the peace and quiet of others, and men are 


guilty of no injuſtice, they have. a right 
to the protection of the power of the fo- 
ciety in which they live, and ought to en- 
joy the privileges of peaceable ſubjects. 

And that we ought to avoid a perſecut- 
ing, and a malevolent temper and conduct 
with regard to men of different ſentiments, 
and to practiſe much tenderneſſe, mildneſſe, 
forbearance and love, is apparent not only 
from the reaſon and fitneſſe of things, as 


juſt now hinted, but alſo from the conduct 


and example of our Bleſſed Lord and his 
apoſtles, and from the mildneſſe of the prin- 
ciples and precepts of the Chriſtian religion, 
as recorded in the books of the New Teſta- 
ment; which was not planted and ſpread 
in the world by force and violence, by hu- 
man authority, and the power of the ſword, 
but by reaſon and argument, and the ex- 
ample of a holy and amiable life and con- 
verſation. Moreover, the Chriſtian religion 
did by the like means ſpread and prevail 
for a good while after the death of Chriſt's 
apoſtles, and their fellow-labourers, with- 
out human ſupports, and notwithſtanding 

| frequent 
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frequent and violent perſecutions. And 
though the favour of the civil power and 
authority, upon the converſion of Conſtan- 
tin, might be an advantage for a while: 
yet J ſuppoſe, it may be allowed to be a 
juſt obſervation, that ſince Chriſtians, in- 
ſtead of being perſecuted, as they had been 
by Jews and Heathens, have perſecuted one 
another, Chriſtianity has made little pro- 
greſſe, but has rather loſt ground. For the 
once numerous and flouriſhing churches of 
the Eaſt, and in a large part of Africa, 
have been all, in a manner, long ſince 
{ſwallowed up in Mahometaniſm. And I pre- 
ſume, it may much diſpoſe us to modera- 
tion to obſerve, that where there is the 
moſt rigid impoſition, and tyrannical go- 
vernment, as in the church of Rome, there 
are the groſſeſt errours, and the moſt un- 
reaſonable ſuperſtitions, together with a 
very deplorable corruption of manners, eſ- 
pecially where that eccleſiaſtical tyrannie is 
at the greateſt height. 
Let us not then be afraid of religious li- 
berty, as prejudicial and unfriendly to truth. 
Let us not by any means concur in any 
methods of rigour and ſeverity toward men 
| of 


29 


30 


there are upon 
and flerceneſſe with which religious diſputes 
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of different ſentiments, as thinking thereby 
to promote the intereſt of religion and vir- 
tue. For beſide that ſuch methods are in 
themſelves unreaſonable and unrighteous, they 
are alſo detrimental to the cauſe of truth. 
9. Another thing, in which we ought 
not to follow others, is indiſference about 
the things of religion. Of this men may 
be in danger on various accounts. Conſi- 
dering the many differences and diſſenſions, 
this head ; the animoſity 


are often managed; the many abuſes of re- 
ligion, that is, it's name and profefſion, by 


Hypocritical, artful and felf-intereſted men; 
ſome may be apt to take offenſe, and to de- 


termine, no more to concern themſelves a- 
bout it, but let all things abroad have their 
courſe; whilſt they, for their part, ſecure, 
as far as poſſible, their own preſent worldly 
eaſe and advantage 

Others may be in danger of much indo- 
lence upon this head from other oonſidera- 


tions. Religion, fay they, is an abſtruſe 


and difficult thing. Let us therefore ac- 


quieſce in the determinations of our ſupe- 
riots and governours in church and Rate, 


and believe as they require, Or, let us 
ſs follow 
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follow thoſe to whom we are allyed, and 
do as they deſire, eſpecially if they are at 
all importunate, without giving ourſelves 
any pain about this matter. 

But this indifference and indolence ought 
to be guarded againſt. Whatever diſſen- 
ſions there are in the world, partly through 
human weakneſſe, partly through human 
wickedneſſe and deceit, there is a difference 
of things. Truth and virtue are realities, 
built upon ſolid foundations. And with 
care and attention the great and general 
principles of true religion, and the main 
branches of virtue, may be diſcerned from 
errour and vice. 

Every man therefore ſhould endeavour, 
to the beſt of his power, according to the 
circumſtances he is in, to know and under- 
ſtand the chief things of religion, and the 
grounds and evidences of them. He ſhould 
be diſpoſed to profeſs the truth ſo far as he 
is acquainted with it, and to appear among 
thoſe, who make a public acknowledge- 
ment of the great creator and ſovereign of 
the world, and of that revelation, which 
he has made of his will to mankind. He 
ſhould be concerned for the rights of con- 


ſcience 
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ſcience in general, and be heartily deſirous, 
that all men may enjoy the privilege of 
worſhiping God according to their light 
and knowledge. , He ſhould never joyn in 
oppreſſing others for conſcience fake : but 
according to his ſtation and circumſtances 
ſhould oppoſe ſuch meaſures, and vindicate 
thoſe who are any way injuriouſly treated 
on account of their religious ſentiments. 

10. and laſtly, We are not to be con- 
formed to the world, or the men of it, 
in an exceſſive and inordinate affettion for 
earthly and temporal things. We are not 
to act, as if this world were our home, 
and the things of it our portion, and our 
all, We ſhould be more moderate in our 
deſires of temporal good things, and leſs 
afraid of the evils and ſufferings of this life, 
than many are. If ſome ſeek the things of 
this world, more than thoſe of another ; 
and, if diſappointments in ſuch purſuits 
plunge them into incurable grief and diſ- 


treſſe; we ſhould be cautious of ſuch in- 


temperate affection for earthly things. If 
ſome are unreaſonably tranſported with ſuc- 
ceſſes in their worldly defigns, and are ela- 
ted thereby beyond meaſure, fo as to treat 


others 
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others with ſcorn and diſdain ; we ſhould 

be aſhamed of ſuch miſbehaviour. It we 

are bleſſed in like manner, let us thank- 

fully own the goodneſſe of God; but re- 1 co. vii, 
Joyce as though wwe rejoyced not, becauſe the 3% 3": 
faſhion of this world paſſeth away. Do 
many repine, and murmur againſt God, 
becauſe they are not proſpered, as ſome o- 

thers are? and is there among men a ge- 

neral uneaſineſſe with their own circum- 
ſtances? We ſhould be contented and re- 
ſigned ; that it may appear, we acknow- 

ledge the over-ruling providence of God, 

and that there are other ſources of joy and 
ſatisfaction, beſide encreaſe and abundance 

of worldly goods, Whatever condition we 

are in, eſpecially if we are in any higher 
ſtation, let us not ſeek our own intereſt x. 24. 
only, as too many do, but every one of us 

alſo another's wealth, 


K. 
: 


In theſe things we are not to follow, or 
imitate other men; nor in any thing elſe, 
that is diſhonourable to the majeſty of God, 
or that debaſeth, and is unworthie of our 
rational and immortal nature, or that 1s in- 
jurious to our fellow-creatures. In other 
C things, 
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things, which are not contrarie to _ 
or expreſs revelation, we may do as others 
do: We may enjoy the ſame comforts, fol- 
low the ſame employments, take the ſame 
diverſions, that others do ; and may uſe the 
language of the place and countrey and 
time, wherein we live. For I do not in- 
tend to caſt a ſnare before you, or raiſe 
groundleſs and needleſs ſcruples in any 
man's mind. It is not my deſign abſo- 
lutely to condemn muſic, or danſing, or 
thoſe diverſions, in which chance, or ha- 
zard, has a part, as well as ſkill; or thoſe 
entertainments, in which are repreſented 
the humours and manners of men, and the 
revolutions of ſtates and empires, or the 
viciſſitudes of particular perſons. Theſe 
things I do not look upon, as in them- 
ſelves, and alfyays evil. They then only 
become evil, when they are perverted, or 
abuſed ; (as I fear they often are;) or when 
they are accidentally evil, or hurtful to us, 
for want of prudent circumſpection; which 
is neceſſarie every where, and at all times, 
and more eſpecially upon ſome occa- 
fions, 


But 
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But then the reſtrictions and cautions 
before-mentioned ought to be here remem- 


bered. Men are not to waſte their time, 


or their ſubſtance, in diverſions and amuſe- 


ments. They ought not to hazard any 


large part of their ſubſtance, the loſſe of 
which might be any conſiderable inconve- 
nience to them. They ſhould decline ſuch 
games, as greatly engage them, and too 
much raiſe their paſſions. Men may do 
well to take heed, that no amuſements rob 
them of their wiſdom, or their ſeriouſ- 
neſſe, or their importance in life. If any 
indecence appears in the entertainments ſet 
before them, they ought to deteſt and re- 
ſent it, to ſhew their diſlike and abhor- 
rence of it, and to diſcountenance it in 
the way beſt ſuited to their ſtation and cha- 
rater. We ought ever to be careful to 


ayoid familiarity with the wicked. And 


it ſhould be eſteemed a point of prudence 
rarely to be neglected, eſpecially by young 
perſons, not to venture alone, where there 
is any danger, but to ſecure to themſelves 
the companie of ſome ſober and religious 


aſſociates; whoſe preſence may keep off 
C2 ſome 
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ſome temptations, or give a check to 
them. 

It is almoſt needleſs for me to add, that 
do not underſtand, or explain this text, 
as regulating mens outward garb. A good 
man may without ſcruple follow the fa- 
ſhion of his countrey, and the habit of o- 
thers about him, of the like rank and ſta- 
tion in the world. St. Peter indeed gives 
ſuch directions as theſe to women, eſpeci- 


Pes. iii. 3. ally the married : Whoſe adorning let it 


not be that outward adorning, of plaiting 
the hair, and of wearing of gold, and put- 
ting on of apparel. But let it be the hiden 
man of the heart, in that which is mt cor- 
ruptible, even the ornament of a meek and 
quiet ſpirit, which is in the fight of God 
of great price. But it is eaſie to perceive, 
that what this apoſtle intends hereby is, 
that ſuch ſhould eſteem the ornaments of 
the mind above thoſe of the body, and be 
more concerned about that which is in- 
ward, than that which is outward. God 
declares to the Jews by the prophet Hoſea : 


Hef. vi. b. I defired mercie, and not ſacrifice. But uo 


one underſtands thereby, that God had 
not defired facrifice at all, but that he pre- 
ferred 
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ferred mercie above ſacrifice, or deſired the 
one more than the other: as appears alſo 
from what immediatly follows : and the 
knowledge of God more than burnt offerings : 
So likewiſe our Lord fays: Lay not up to Ius. vi. 
yourſelves treaſures upon earth, where moth 9. 20. 
and ruſt doth corrupt. But lay up to your- 
ſelves treaſures in heaven, where neither moth 
nor ruſt doth corrupt, and where thzeves do 
not break through and ſteal. He does not 
abſolutly forbid to ſeek, or lay up earthly 
treaſures; but he teaches men to prefer 
heavenly and incorruptible above earthly 
and corruptible treaſures, and to be more 
concerned for the one than the other. 
Theſe obſervations are to be applyed to the 
like excellent advices of the apoſtle Paul upon 
the ſame ſubject: In hike manner alſo, (T Tir. ii. 
will) that women adorn themſelves in modeſt Þ . 
apparel, with ſbamefacedneſſe and ſobriety, 
not with broidered hair, or gold, or pearls, 
or coſtly aray, but (which becometh women 
profeſſing godlineſſe) with good works. 
This text then is not a caution againſt 
complying with others in things in which 
there is no harm, but againſt following men 
in that which is really evil and ſinful, 

C3 I 
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I ſhould now proceed to ſhew the im- 

1 portance of obſerving this cautionarie di- 
| rection, according to the explication that 
| has been given, in it's ſeveral branches and 

articles. But that, with a reflection or two 
by way of concluſion, muſt be deferred to 
another opportunity. 


DIS- 
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DISCOURSE I. 


ROM. xu. 2. 
And be not confarmed to this world. 


N diſcourfing on theſe words I have 

propoſed in the firſt place to ſhew the 

defign and meaning of this direction, 

Be not conformed to this world : Se- 

condly to ſhew the importance of obſerving 

it; and then to add a reflection or two by 
way of concluſion. 


IT. Having formerly explained this- cau- 
tionarie direction, I now proceed to the ſe- 
cond head of diſcourſe ; to ſhew the impor- 
fance of obſerving it, and to offer fome rea- 
fons and arguments againſt conformity to this 
world. 

1. It is plain, that he wiſe and holy 
apoſtle eſteemed this a thing of no ſmall mo- 

C4 ment. 
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ment. This caution is placed almoſt at the 
head of the practical directions, with which 
he concludes this large and copious epiſtle 
to the Romans, And I ſuppoſe, that the 
earneſtneſſe, with which this addreſſe be- 
gins, ought to be underſtood to be conti- 
nued and carryed on in the words of the 
text. I beſeech you therefore, brethren, by 
the mercies of God, that ye preſent your bo- 
dies a living ſacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, 
which is your reaſonable ſervice, It follows: 
And be not conformed to this world, As if 
he had fayd: And by the confideration of 
the ſame mercies of God, in which you, 
as Chriſtians, have partaken abundantly, be 
perſwaded not to be conformed to this 
world, and to be upon your guard againſt 
complying with the men of it in any thing 
that is evil. 

2. By no means, upon no account, be ye 
like the men of this world in any of their 
evil and corrupt practiſes. Though you live 
where fin abounds, and where ſome ſins are 
even faſhionable, you are to keep yourſelves 
free from them. Though ſuch things thould 
be practiſed and indulged not only by ma- 
ny, but by the moſt, and thoſe who by 
— means 
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means of their wit and fine parts, or by 
their high quality and ſtation in the world, 
can give reputation to whatever they do, 
and make almoſt any thing appear grace. 
ful; you are not to be moved from your 
ſtedfaſtneſſe in virtue, or from thoſe pur- 
poſes you have formed upon a ſerious and 
deliberate view and conſideration of things. 

Though our lot ſhould be caſt in times 
and places, in which there are few who 
love true religion, and walk in the path 
of virtue; and though theſe fey ſhould be 
mean in their outward appearance; let us 
be contented to have our portion with them, 
And though in the way of irreligion and 
vice ſhould be found the learned, the 
rich, the great and honourable of this 
world; let us not be drawn aſide by their 
example. We ought not to be induced to 
any complyances that are ſinful. This is a 
forbidden and dangerous complaiſance. We 
may part with what elſe we will for peace 
ſake, and for the good of others. But we 
can do no man any good upon the whole 
by parting with our integrity. I ſay upon the 
whole: for poſſibly by ſome acts of wicked- 
neſſe the HOVE temporal intereſt of ſomg 

| particular 
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particular perſons may be advanced. But it 
is a moſt unreaſonable thing, that one man 
ſhould hazard his eternal falvation for the 
fake of the tempotal grandeur of another. 
And befides, he who upon any conſidera- 
tions whatever violates the lawes of God 
and reaſon ſets his neighbour a pernicious 
example, that may harden him in fin to his 
final and utter ruin. 

Let us not then go over to thoſe who 
are involved in the practiſe of vice. But 
let us do all that lyes in our power to bring 
them over to the love and practiſe of true 
holineſſe. And for this end let us endea- 
vour to ſet religion in a good light: Let 
our converſation be an example of ſtrict 
virtue, without auſterity. If our mirth is 
without levity, let us alſo be ſerious with- 
out moroſeneſſe or peeviſnneſſe. Above all, 
let our religion be ſincere and undiſſem- 
bled; not an empty, though ſolemn pro- 
feſſion, but a real principle, producing the 
good fruits of righteouſneſſe, gentleneſſe 
and mercie. 

3. Herein, it muſt be owned, there is 


no ſmall difficulty. But there is 4 neceſſity 


of it, unleſs the world were ſo reformed 
| that 
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that all in general were wiſe and good. 

Our Bleſſed Lord therefore ſays: Enter ye Mar. vii. 

in at the frait gate, for wide is the gate, 

and broad is the way that leadeth to deſtruc- 

tion, and many there be which go in thereat. 

Becauſe ſtrait is the gate, and narrow is the 

way, which leadeth unto life, and few there 

be that find it. And ſays St. John: We 2 v. 

know, that whoſoever is born of God fineth ©* 

not, But be that is begoten of God keepeth 

bimſelf, and that wicked one toucheth him 

not. And we know that we are of God, 

and the whole world lyeth in wickedneſſe. 

4. It is an ancient precept in the law 

of Moſes ; Thou ſhalt not follow a multitude x. xxij. 

to do evil, And Solomon ſays: My on, if 5, . 

 finers entice thee, conſent thou not: My ſon, 10 andy. 

walk thou not in the way with them, refrain 

thy foot from their path. It has been al- 

ways eſteemed by wiſe men a noble and 

commendable refolution of Joſhua : As for 745.xxir. 

me, and my houſe, ue will ſerve the Lord; 

though all the tribes, and other families of 

Iſrael, ſhould forſake the Lord, and go after 

other gods, But Chriſtians are better for- 

tifyed againſt the temptation of numerous ex- 

_ than other men, and have ſtronger | 
motives 
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motives to ſtedfaſtneſſe in virtue. They 
know better than others the excellence and 
obligations of true holineſſe, and the de- 
formity of ſin, and the different conſe- 
quences of each. If it would be a fault 
in other men, it muſt be much more ſo in 
them, to be influenced by numbers to for- 
ſake the paths of religion and virtue. 

5. And though the number of the fin- 
cerely good and reſolutly virtuous may be 
ſmall in a comparative view, yet they are 
more than a few upon the whole. Some 
there have been in all ages, who have ap- 
proved themſelves to God and their' own 
conſciences, The apoſtle to the Hebrews 
having given a catalogue of excellent per- 
ſons from almoſt the begining of time, 
ſome of whom endured the tryal of crue] 


mockings and ſcourgings, being dęſtitute, af- 
flicted, tormented, animates the Chriſtians 


of his days with the conſideration of their 
number, when collected together. Where- 


fore, ſays he, ſeeing we alſo are compaſſed 


about with ſo great a cloud of witneſſes, let 
us lay afide every weight, and the fin that 


does ſo eafily beſet us, and let us run with 


patience the race that is ſet before us. 
CAN 6. Some 


4 Nr "= 
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6. Some ſingularity, or eminence, and 
uncommon ſtedfaſtneſſe in that which is 
truly good and excellent, is very becoming, 
and even expedient in Chriſtians. How can 
it be otherwiſe? If the principles and pre- 
cepts of their religion be more ſublime, 
pure and perfect, than thoſe of any other 
religion, and have a ſuitable influence ; 
muſt they not neceſſarily create ſome dif- 
ference between them and other men ? 
They are certainly obliged to act according 
to the truths they have received. They 
gladly would, that others ſhould keep them 
companie. But if they obſtinatly refuſe, 
and will not be perſwaded, they muſt leave 
them behind, and follow Jeſus whither he 
leads them. F ye were of the world, ſays Fon xv. 
our Lord to his diſciples, the world would 9: 
love his own: but becauſe ye are not of the 
world, but I have choſen you out of the 
world, therefore the world bateth you. Chriſt 
ſuppoſeth, that as his people are not of the 
world, ſo they will often meet with diſa- 
greeable treatment in it. But they are to 
remember their character, and to endeavour 
to excell, and thereby to be uſeful, After 
this manner he ſpeaks to his people and 

"= followers : 
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— *: followers: 77 are the ſalt of the earth. But 
F the ſalt have hft it's ſavour, wherewith 
ſhall it be ſalted? It ts thenceforth good for 
nothing, but to be caſt out, and to ve troden 
under foot of men. Ye are the light of the 
world. A city that is ſet on a bill cannot be 
hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put 
it under a buſhel, but on a candleſtick, and 
it giveth light to all that are in the houſe, 
Let your light jo ſhine before men, that they 
may ſee your good works, and glorify your 
father which is in heaven. Says St. Paul 
7 v. 7, to the Epheſians: Be not ye partakers with 
them ; for ye were fome time darkneſſe, but 
now are ye light in the Lord. Once more, 
Phitp. ii. in the epiſtle to the Philippians : That ye 
5. may be blameleſs and harmleſs, the ſons of 
| God without rebuke, in the midſt of a 
crooked and perverſe nation, among whom 
ye ſhine as lights in the world. 
7. Our bleſſed Lord highly approves, and 
vill reward and diſtinguiſh tho/e, who are 
faithful to him in the midſt of temptations 
and uphold the honour of his name in the 
Lake xii, world. He ſayd to his diſciples: Fear not, 
— little flock, for it is your father's good Plea- 
fere to give you the kingdom, In the book 
of 
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of the Revelation he encourages ſome by 
his ſervant John: Thou baſt a few names Rev. ii. 
even in Sardis, which have not defiled their © ” 
garments. And they ſhall walk with me in 
nohite, for they are worthie. He that over- 
cometh, the ſame ſhall be clothed in white 
raiment. And I will not blot out his name 
out of the book of life, but I will confeſs his 
name before my father, and before his an- 
gels. 
8. Finally, there will be much comfort 
and ſatisfattion of mind reſulting from this 
conduct, even in this world, The context 
ſuggeſts this argument. Preſent your bo- 
dies, give up yourſelves fincerely to God, as 
a living ſacrifice, holy, acceptable, which ts 
your reaſonable ſervice, And be not con- 
formed to this world, but be ye transformed 
by the renewing of your mind. Let the 
temper of your mind become truly religi- 
ous, ſpiritual and heavenly, inſtead of be- 
ing any longer ſenſual and carnal: that ye 
may prove what is that good, and acceptable, 
and perfect will of God. Then you will not 
only know and diſcern, but approve, and 
delightfully perform that reaſonable and ex- 
cellent worſhip and obedience, which the 
| goſpel 
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goſpel requires. Hold on then in the way 


of religion and virtue, notwithſtanding the 


temptations you meet with to decline and 
forſake it : the pleaſure will be great, your 
comforts will grow and encreaſe, and you 
will more and more approve the choice 


you have made, as wiſe arid reaſon- 
able. 


III. I ſhall now conelude with a few 
reflections. 
1. Be not conformed to this world. Is 
there occaſion for ſuch a caution as this? 
Is the world in which we live degenerate 
and corrupt? and are we lyable to be miſ- 
led and enſnared by it? May not this diſ- 
poſe us to a life of privacie and retirement? 
or reconcile us to it, if it is our lot? Muſt 
not this alſo abate our affection for this 
world, and life therein, and encreaſe our 
willingneſſe to depart out of it, whenever 


God pleaſeth? If we are continued in the 


world, and act therein; let us take care, 
both that we be not enſnared ourſelves, and 


that no one be the worſe for us. Let us 


ſcorn to give any countenance and ſupport 
to — or vice. Let us eſteem it our 
indiſ- 
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indiſpenſable duty to anſwer the ends of 
life. If preferment is not to be obtained, 
but by baſe and ſinful compliances, let us 
give over all thoughrs of rifing in the 
world. If we cannot keep our ſtation, 
without parting with our integrity, let us 
reſign it. It is better to live with a good 
conſcience in obſcurity and contempt, than 
to enjoy the careſſes and applauſes of fel- 
low-creatures in the way of falſhood and 
iniquity, - Better, I ſay: for the end of 
ſuch will be happie and glorious. The 


pſalmiſt of old could fay: I had rather be Paaln 


Ixxxiv. 


a door-keeper in the houſe of my God, than 
dwell in the tents of wickedneſſe. For the 
Lord God is a fun and ſhield. The Lord 
will give grace and glorie, and no good thing 
vill be withold from him that walketh up- 
rightly. O Lord of hoſts, bleſſed is the man 
that truſteth in thee. 

2. Let us each one, in our ſeveral ſta- 
tions and circumſtances, attend to this cau- 
tion: Be not conformed to this world. 

You that are young poſſibly will admit 
to be warned and admoniſhed. I ſhall 
therefore remind you of a few particulars. 
To perions of your age the world and 
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many things therein have peculiar charms 
and what is cuſtomarie and reputable 
comes to you with ſtrong recommenda- 
tions, and muſt be very taking. You are 
deſirous of eſteem, and think it fit and 
becoming in ſuch as you to lay hold of 
that which tends to render you accept- 
able and agreeable, or to raiſe and ad- 
vance you in the world. But, if you 
have a ſerious ſenſe of religious things, 
you muſt be aware, that you are not to 
follow the example of others, whether 
right or wrong. You will do well there- 
fore, whilſt you are ſeting out in the world, 
to form a fixed purpoſe and reſolution of 
mind, that you will govern yourſelves by 
the rules of reaſon and revelation, Take 
heed,- that the commonneſſe of ſome fins 


never abate the horrour and dread you once 


had ef them. Avoid friendſhip and inti- 


macie with the corrupt and degenerate part 


of mankind; left you learn their ways, and 

get a ſnare to your foul, Let your uſual 

companions be ſuch as appear to have im- 

preſſions of religion upon their minds, and 

walk in the paths of virtue, You will be 

helpful to each other; good beginings will 
3 | | be 
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be cheriſhed and emproved, and you will 
keep one another in countenance, if you 
ſhould meet with ſome, who are fo vile 
and daring, as to ſcoff at religion and vir- 
tue, and ridicule your conſcientious reſpect 
to the obligations of either. 

Hut, beſide the young, there are others 
alſo, to whom this cautionarie direction 
might be addreſſed, if they would receive 
it. For, as the young are lyable to be ſe- 
duced by their companions and equals: ſo 
likewiſe they who are of mature age may 
be in danger of being miſled by the bad 
example of ſome of their equals in age 

and ſtation; or by ſome of ſuperior ſtation, 
influence and authority ; who to outward 
appearance are ſerious and attentive, but it 
is only to the honours, riches, preferments, 
ſtate and grandeur of this world. Our 
Lord freely reproved ſuch people, and 
warned others againſt them; as may be 
ſeen at large in the twenty third chapter 
of St. Matthew's goſpel, and elſewhere. 
Then pale Feſus unto the multitude and to Mat xxiii. 
his diſciples, ſaying : The ſeribes and pha- 
riſees fit in Moſes ſeat. All therefore what- 
ever they bid you obſerve, that obſerve and 
| D 2 —_— 
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i. Chriſtian religion, ſaying: The love of mo- 
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do: but do ye nat after their works, For 
they ſay and do not. But all their works 
they do to be ſeen of men. But woe unto 
you ſcribes and phariſees, hypocrites : for ye 
ſhut up the kingdom of heaven againſt men. 
For ye neither go in yourſelves, neither ſuffer 
ye them that are entering t9 go in, Our 
Lord charged his diſciples to beware of the 
leaven of the phariſees, which is hypocrifee. 
Theſe men had an outward appearance of 
ſanity, and were greatly eſteemed by ma- 
ny. Nevertheleſs they were plainly influ- 
enced by ſelfiſh views, which prejudiced them 
againſt the truth, and led them alſo to ob- 
ſtruct and diſcountenance thoſe who were 
well diſpoſed to it. How. can ye believe, 
ſaid our Lord to ſome of them, which re- 
ceive honour one of another, and ſeek not the 
honour that cometh from God only? St. Paul 


. obſerves to Titus, that ſome teach things 


which they ought not, for filthie lucre's ſake. 
But, ſays he, ſpeak thou the things which 
become ſound doctrine. He earneſtly cau- 
tions Timothie againſt a covetous diſpoſi- 
tion, which had been fatal to ſome, who 
had taken upon them the profeſſion of the 


ney 
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ney is the root of all evil, which while ſome 
coveted after they have erred from the faith 
and pierced tbemſelves through with many 
ſorrows. But thou, O man of God, flee theſe 
things, and follow after righteouſneſſe, godli- 
neſſe, faith, love, patience, meekneſſe. An 
undue love of wealth, honour, influence 
and authority, may be as prejudicial to the 
intereſts of religion in a man's mind, as an 
inordinate love of ſenſual pleaſure. And 
there may be as much need for ſome to 
guard againſt the example of the formal, 

who are covetous, ambitious and aſpiring, | 
as for others to be upon their guard againſt 
that of the gay and voluptuous, the „ 
leſs and inconſiderate. 

Let us then all attend to this cautionarie 
direction, and the thoughts annexed to it 
in the ſame verſe: And be not conformed to 
this world, but be ye transformed by the re- 
newing of your mind; that ye may prove what 
is that good, and acceptable and perfect will 
of God. 

And let us beg of God to ailiſt us in 
reſiſting the temptations of a vain world: 
that we may never be induced to follow a 
multitude in that which is evil ; but may 

| be 
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be followers of thoſe, who in ancient or 
later times have given an example of lively 
faith and ſtedfaſt virtue: that we may at 
length ſit down with them, not only in 
peace and ſafety, but in the plentiful poſ- 
ſeſſion of the trueſt riches, and the full en- 
joyment of the pureſt and ſublimeſt enter- 
tainments, in the kingdom. of heaven for 
ever and ever. Amen, | ; 
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